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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 1 1/17/2006. 
This action is non-final. 

2. Claims 1 , 7 and 10-20 are pending in this application. Claim 1 is independent 
claim. In the Amendment, filed on 1 1/17/2006, claim 1 was amended, and claims 16-20 
were added. 

3. This application has provisional application 60/394,192 filed 7/2/2002. 

4. The present title of the invention is "Layered and vectored graphical user 
interface to a knowledge and relationship rich data source" as filed originally. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 1, 7 and 10-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The practical application test requires that a "useful, concrete, and tangible 
result" be accomplished. See AT&T Corp. v. Excel Communications, Inc., 172 F.3d 
1352, 1359-60, 50 USPQ2d 1447, 1452-53 (Fed. Cir. 1999); State Street Bank & Trust 
Co. v. Signature Financial Group Inc., 149 F.3d 1368, 1373, 47 USPQ2d 1596, 1600 
(Fed. Cir. 1998). 

An "abstract idea" when practically applied is eligible for a patent. The Court in 
State Street, 149 F.3d at 1374, 47 USPQ2d at 1601 noted that "a process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter employing a law of nature, natural phenomenon, 
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or abstract idea is patentable subject matter even though a law of nature, natural 
phenomenon, or abstract idea would not, by itself, be entitled to such protection." 

Claim 1, 7 and 10-20 fail to satisfy the "useful, concrete, and tangible result" test. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan R. Yang whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7666. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571) 272-7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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